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· Mr. Robert Pnente, President/CEO _ . 
Ms. Nancy Belinsky, Vice PresidenVGeneral Counsel' 
San Antonio Water System 
.2800 U.S. Highway 28 r North 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 -

Re:. United States or' America and State of Texas v. San Alltonio Water.Svstem 
Civil. Action No. S:: 13-cv-00.666~DAE 

.Dear Mr. Puente arid Ms. Belinsky:_ 

- - : The Umted States Buvkorunental P~;otecpon Agency ("EPA") and State of Texas· 
.. are jointly i~!ffiiiJ.g a demand for stipulate4 penalties pursuant to Sectiop !X, paragraphs 

· : ·. - 67 and 68 of the above-refer<;:nced Consent Decree for·sanita"ry sewer overflows 
· ·. ("SSOs") .. Under pmairaPb. 6';1, :stipulated penalties accrue in the ainounf of $500 per day·· 

· · for each SSO that reacl).es waters of the United States or state ·waters and in the lP,IlOUnt of 
· $350 for SSOsthatllo not'reach said Waters and occur within fQui years of Lodging of 

: . the· Consent DeQI:ee. ]!rom June ~3;2013 through JUly). I, 2014, two hundted twenty 
··· ...- . ·e~ght (228) ~80s have been· reported by SAWS, tJ;iggering the stipulated peJ;lalty . . 

'·· provisions in paragraphs 67 and 68 of the· Consent Deotee. Attached and incbrporated 
· ·· ' . · · herein is a-table.ofthe·ssos givip.grise tl> the stipulate<! penalties in the ainount.of 

· .. 

... $92,600 .. The U:S. Department of Justice, EPA, the.TexasCommissioti'.on­
Enviropmental Qruility; aii.d SAWS have. had several Conversations regarding SSOs and 

· stipulated.penahies. · After.·consultmion 'between the United States· and the. State of Texas 
. ("PiaintifflJ"), -the P.lalntiffs dem8nd stipuiated penalties in the antount of$46,300 for the 

'SSOs that occurred froin June 23, 2013 through.July 31, 2014 .. Plaintiffs hiwe exers:ised 
. el!fqroement discretion. to !'!lduce th~ total antou.nt of stipulated pei!al.ty demand· in.this 

· · !nsta!lce. However, Plaiil.tiffs ·remain concerned about the frequency 'and severity of 
· . SSOs that bave continued to occur since Lodging of the Consent Deer~, · 

. ' . . .. 

As has been disouss.ed with SAWS, Plaintiffs are exercising thei1 discre~ion to 
· reduce the stipulated penalty amount; however, PlaintiffS will not use. their discretion to 

teduce stipulated penalty amounts regarding violations that occtir after July. 31, 2014. 
Plaintiffs remain hopeful.that Sait Antonio. Water Sysfem t"SA WS") will work to aehieve 

. compliance with tile terms of the Consent Decree m,oving forW'aid. · . · 

SAWS sball pay the demanded stipulated penalties in accordance with -the. terms . · . 
specified in Section vm ofth~ Consent Decree with fifty (SO) pereent going to the . . 

·· United States and the other fifty (50) percent going to the State ofTex!!S. The stipulated, . 
. · . · pepalties are due within tbkty (30) days ofreoelpt of this letter. If you 1\!lve aey · 

questions regarding this matter, please contact the undersigned.. 

· lnternetAddro.sa (URY • ti"P'/A'IIcWI.epa,gov/rogion6 · · 
Reoyotod/ReJJ,yola.bl~ • Printed with Vegetable Oll Based Inks on 100% Aeoycled Paper, Proem Chlorine Frea 
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Jolni:Bleviris . 
Director, Compliance Assur!lllce mid 

. -Enforcement Division · 
' U.S. Environmental Protection Agency_. . . ~~ 

o~ ·- __....,.I"\:.,. . • ... . ·. ·. 
~~~--~-(1'-
Ramiro GSl'cia, Jr. · ·: · 
peputy Director, Office of Compliance and 
Eiiforcement · · 

.. Texas· Commission of]3nvjronmen~ Qualiiy . . . : . . 
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